
M EETING M INUTES 
SEPTE M B ER  30, 2020

T he  V IR T U A L  S e p te m be r 30, 2020 B a rrie r Is lands G ove rnm e n ta l C ounc il (B IG -C ) 
M ee ting  w as  ca lled  to  o rd e r a t 9 :00  a .m ., by P res iden t P a trick  S oranno , fo llow ed  by the  
P ledge o f A lleg iance .

2. R O LL C A LL.

P resen t:
C ity  o f C lea rw a te r 
C ity  o f B e llea ir Beach 
Tow n o f B e lle a ir S hore  
C ity  o f  Ind ian R ocks Beach 
T ow n  o f  Ind ian S ho res  
T ow n  o f N orth  R ed ing ton  Beach 
T ow n o f R ed ing ton  Beach 
T ow n o f  R ed ing ton  S hores  
C ity  o f  M ade ira  Beach 
C ity  o f  St. Pe te  Beach 
C ity  o f T reasu re  Island

C o u n c ilm e m b e r H oy t H am ilton  
M ayo r Joseph  A. M anzo 
A b se n t
M a yo r Joan ne  M oston  K ennedy 
M a yo r P a trick  S o ranno  
M a yo r Bill Q ueen 
M a yo r N ick S im ons 
M a yo r M aryB e th  H enderson  
M a yo r John  B. H endricks 
M a yo r A lan  Johnson  
M a yo r Law rence  Lunn

G u e s t S peaker:
P ine llas C o un ty  S u p e rv iso r o f  E lections: Ju lie  M arcus

G ues ts :
B e llea ir B each
B lackbu rn  C oasta l R ea lty
C P W G  E ng ineering  S e rv ices
P ine llas S u ncoas t F ire &  R escue  D is tric t
D uke Energy
D uke E nergy
F lo rida  D e pa rtm en t o f  T ranspo rta tion
F lorida  S ena te  D is tric t 24
F lorida  S ena te  D is tric t 24
F lorida  H ouse  o f R ep resen ta tives  D is tric t 69
Ind ian R ocks B each R es iden t
Ind ian R ocks B each C ity  C le rk
P ine llas C o un ty  C oasta l M anag em e n t
P ine llas C oun ty  E m ergency  M anag em e n t
P ine llas S u n co a s t T rans it A u tho rity
T am pa  Bay B eaches C h a m b e r o f C om m erce
T am pa  B ay B eaches C h a m b e r o f C om m erce
T am pa  Bay N ew spapers
T reasu re  Is land &  M aderia  B each C h am b er
W a te rfro n t R ea lty

Les ley  N otaro  
Jenn ie  B lackburn  
C o ry  C a rnes 
David A rdm an  
J e ff B aker 
Leanne  H aely 
Bob E sposito  
S e n a to r Je ff B randes 
M e lissa  M esh il
R e p re sen ta tive  Je n n ife r W ebb
K e lly  C isa rik
D eanne  B. O ’Reilly
Z a ck  W estfa ll
R ick W a lke r
Bob Laske r
D oug Izzo
R obin  M iller, P res iden t 
C h ris  G eorge  
M issy  Hahn, P res iden t 
C h ris  Ke lly
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W a te rfro n t R ea lty

3. A p p ro v a l o f  A genda .

C.R . H o llands

MOTION MADE BY MAYOR QUEEN, SECONDED BY MAYOR KENNEDY, TO 
APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 BIG-C AGENDA AS PRESENTED. 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL BY ACCLAMATION.

4. A p p ro v a l o f  M in u te s  —  A u g u s t 26, 2020.

MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER HAMILTON, SECONDED BY MAYOR 
HENDERSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL REGULAR BIG-C 
MEETING OF AUGUST 26, 2020, AS SUBMITTED IN WRITTEN SUMMATION. 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL BY ACCLAMATION.

5. A p p ro v a l o f  th e  A u g u s t 2020 T re a s u re r ’s  R eport.

B IG -C  S e c re ta ry /T re a su re r H enderson  rev iew ed  the  A u g u s t 2020  T re a su re r’s R eport. 
S he  s ta ted  the re  w a s  a beg inn ing  ba lance  o f $664.23 , and one  check  w ritten  to D ig ita l 
Eel in the  am o u n t o f $31 .67 , leaving $632 .5 6  as end ing  ba lance  as o f A u g u s t 31, 2020.

MOTION MADE BY MAYOR QUEEN, SECONDED BY MAYOR KENNEDY, TO 
APPROVE THE AUGUST 2020 TREASURER’S REPORT AS SUBMITTED. 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL BY ACCLAMATION.

6. C o rre sp o n d e n ce . None.

7. N ew  B u s in e ss :
P in e lla s  C o u n ty  S u p e rv is o r  o f  E le c tio n s  J u lie  M arcus  on th e  
u p c o m in g  e le c tio n s  and  p a n d e m ic ’s im p a c t on  th e  e ie c tio n  p ro ce ss .

P res iden t S o ranno  in troduced  Ju lie  M arcus, the  P ine llas C o un ty  S u p e rv iso r o f 
E lections, and p rov ided  a b r ie f e du ca tiona l backg round  and he r p ro fess iona l career.

Ms. M arcus reported  on the  upcom ing  e lec tions  and the  im pac t o f the  p an dem ic  on the 
e lec tion  process.

M s. M arcus s ta ted  P ine llas C oun ty  has the  m o s t reg is te red  vo te rs  th a t they  have  eve r 
had in the  h is to ry  o f  P ine llas  C o un ty  w ith  m ore  than  702 ,000  reg is te red  voters. 
Y es te rday , 370 ,000  m ail ba llo ts  w e re  m a iled  to  reg is te red  vo te rs.

Ms. M arcus s ta ted  due  to  the  pandem ic , ea rly  vo ting  and m ail ba llo ts  have  becom e 
m a jo r com pon en ts  o f the  N ovem ber E lection .
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Ms. M arcus s ta ted  w hen  he r team  looked  a t how  they  w e re  go ing  to  app roach  th is  
e lec tion , they  looked  a t it w ith  a layered  app ro ach  w h ich  inc luded  m ail ba llo ts  be ing a 
m a jo r com ponen t, a long w ith  ea rly  vo ting , and e lec tion  day.

Ms. M arcus  s ta ted  look ing  a t m ail ba llo ts , he r team  dec ided  to  g e t as m any  vo te rs  to  
vo te  in the  com fo rt and sa fe ty  o f  th e ir  hom es. So, in June  the  E lec tions  O ffice  sen t ou t 
4 0 0 ,0 0 0  reques t pos tca rds  fo r  m ail ba llo ts . A t th a t tim e, the re  w e re  272 ,00 0  m ail ba llo t 
reque s ts  on file , and now  the re  a re  370 ,000  reques ts  on file , w h ich  dem on stra te d  a 
tre m e n d o u s  ou treach  th a t resu lted  in vo te rs  say ing  they  w ill do th e ir  pa rt and  vo te  a t 
hom e in a sa fe r env ironm ent.

Ms. M arcus s ta ted  her o ffice  w ill be m a in ta in ing  five  ea rly  vo ting  loca tions, and the re  w ill 
be 25  d ro p -o ff loca tions. S h e  s ta ted  the re  w o u ld  be 166 po lling  p laces and all po lling  
p laces w ill be adhe ring  to  C D C  gu ide lines .

Ms. M arcus s ta ted  P ine llas C oun ty  needs to  be  ready and p repa red  fo r th is  e lec tion . In 
the  N o vem b er 201 6  P res iden tia l E lection , P ine llas C oun ty  had a 77%  vo te r tu rnou t.

In c los ing , Ms. M arcus rem inded  eve ryone  th a t the  las t d a y  to  reg is te r to  vo te  is 
O c to b e r 5.

Ms. M arcus s ta ted  fo r o ffic ia l e lec tion  in fo rm ation , co n tac t the  E lec tion  C e n te r a t 
(727 )464 -V O T E  o r v is it th e ir  w e b s ite  a t vo tep ine llas .com .

8. O ld  B u s in e ss :
N o m in a tio n s  fo r  B IG -C R e p re se n ta tive  a p p o in tm e n t to  F o rw ard  
P in e lla s  fo r  a tw o -y e a r te rm .

P res iden t S o ranno  asked  fo r each  c ity ’s nom ina tion :

B e lle a ir Beach 
B e lle a ir S hore  
C le a rw a te r
Ind ian R ocks B each M ayo r 
Ind ian S ho res  
M ade ira  Beach 
N orth  R ed ing ton  Beach 
R ed ing ton  Beach 
R ed ing ton  S hores  
St. Pe te  Beach 
T re a su re  Is land

C o u n c ilm e m b e r S h irley  
A b se n t
M a yo r K ennedy 
K ennedy 
M a yo r K ennedy 
M a yo r K ennedy 
M a yo r K ennedy 
M a yo r K ennedy 
M a yo r K ennedy 
M a yo r K ennedy 
M a yo r K ennedy

MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER HAMILTON, SECONDED MAYOR QUEEN, 
TO APPOINT INDIAN ROCKS BEACH MAYOR JOANNE MOSTON KENNEDY TO 
FORWARD PINELLAS FOR A TWO-YEAR TERM.
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ROLL CALL VOTE:
AYES: CLEARWATER, INDIAN ROCKS BEACH, INDIAN SHORES, MADEIRA

BEACH, NORTH REDINGTON BEACH, REDINGTON BEACH,
REDINGTON SHORES, ST. PETE BEACH, TREASURE ISLAND.

NAYS: BELLEAIR BEACH.
ABSENT: BELLEAIR SHORE.

MOTION CARRIED BY A VOTE OF 9 TO 1.

9. M isce lla n e o u s .

P res iden t S o ranno  s ta ted  the  nex t m eeting  w ill be he ld  in B e lle a ir B each in -pe rson .

M a yo r M anzo  s ta ted  th e ir  m ee ting  ha ll can a ccom m oda te  4 0  to  50  w h ile  m ee ting  the  
soc ia l d is tanc ing  gu ide lines .

It w as  suggested  by the Board th a t M a yo r M anzo  th in k  a b o u t hav ing  w rapp ed  b reak fas t 
sand w iches  o r p repackaged  b reakfasts . T he  Board le ft the  dec is ion  up  to  M a yo r M anzo.

R ick W a lke r, P ine llas  C o un ty  E m ergency  M anagem ent, s ta ted  he has the  e q u ip m e n t to 
have  a hybrid  m ee ting  (in -pe rson  and Zoom ) if  the  B IG -C  is in terested.

M ayo r H enderson  s ta ted  the  T ow n o f  R ed ing ton  S ho res  ju s t adop ted  a sho rt-te rm  
vaca tio n  renta l o rd in ance  th a t regu la tes  the  m ax im um  num b e r o f  in d iv idua ls  a llow ed  pe r 
bedroom , a ll park ing  m ust be on the p rem ise , no o n -s tree t park ing, th ree  s trikes  and  the 
p rope rty  o w n e r cann o t ren t fo r an en tire  year. T h e  o rd in ance  enco u rages  peace and 
ha rm ony am ong the  res iden ts .

T h e  Board recom m ended  the  R ed ing ton  S hores  o rd in ance  be fo rw a rded  to  a ll m em bers  
o f the  B IG -C .

10. L e g is la tiv e  U pdate.

S e n a to r B randes spoke  on w h a t he expe c ts  from  the  com ing  Leg is la tive  S ess ion . G iven 
the  financ ia l im pac ts  th a t the  pan dem ic  has had on the  S ta te  budget, e xce p t th a t 
s ig n ifica n t e ffo rts  w ill be s p e n t on reduc ing  th is  ye a r's  budget. He s ta ted  he w ill be 
advo ca ting  fo r p rio ritiz ing  item s in the  bud ge t and s tee ring  the  Leg is la tu re  a w ay  from  
across  the  board  cuts. W hen  the  Leg is la tu re  se ts  nex t yea r's  budget, he an tic ipa tes  
ano th e r cha lleng ing  year. He s ta ted  th a t e lected  o ffic ia ls  w ill see  h im  focus  on insu rance  
re fo rm  and con tinue  h is  e ffo rts  on the  econom y, jo bs , transpo rta tion , and crim ina l 
ju s tice  re form .

S e na to r B randes re ite ra ted  h is th ree  p rio rities  fo r  th is  ye a r a re  the  budget, jo bs , and 
insurance . F lo rida  needs to  s tab ilize  its m arket.
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R e pre sen ta tive  Je n n ife r W ebb  spoke  on ra is ing  cos ts  fo r p rope rty  insu rance , the 
m anu fac tu ring  industry , jo b s , tou rism , sm all bus iness  packages, fee  aba tem en ts  fo r 
sm a ll bus inesses. A m e n d m e n t No. 2, and  add ition a l revenue  sources, such  as the 
gam ing  co m p a c t and  the  W ayfa iring  U.S. S up rem e C o u rt dec is ion , w h ich  s ta tes  tha t 
s ta te s  can  m anda te  th a t bus inesses  w ith o u t a phys ica l p resen ce  in a s ta te  w ith  m ore  
than  200  tran sac tions  o r $100 ,000  in -s ta te  sa les  co lle c t and rem it sa les  taxes  on 
tra n sa c tio n s  in the  sta te .

R e p resen ta tive  W e b b  s ta ted  th a t the re  is th is  idea th a t the  tou ris t m arke t w ill qu ick ly  
rebound, w h ich  m igh t be true  fo r the  ho te ls  and res tau ran ts . S till, the  ba rs  and 
b rew e ries  have  shou lde red  m ore  o f the  burden w ith  the  re ta il sec to rs  be ing  dec im a ted  
because  they  m issed  an en tire  season.

R e p resen ta tive  W ebb  s ta ted  she is pu tting  to g e th e r sm a ll packa ges  fo r sm all 
bus inesses, and  she  is w o rk ing  w ith  the  va riou s  cham be rs  because  o f the  add ition  to 
the  e co n o m ic  dow n tu rn , the re  is a lso  A m e n d m e n t No. 2  on the  N o vem b er Ba llo t, w h ich  
ra ises  the  m in im um  w a g e  to  $15 .00  an hour, and  w ill a ffe c t sm a ll bus iness  ow ners  and 
restau ran ts .

R e p resen ta tive  W ebb  s ta ted  it is in cu m b e n t upon  the  s ta te  to  figu re  o u t h ow  to  d ive rs ify  
the  re lie f packa ges  in te rm s o f reach ing  dow n  to  the  sm a ll bus inesses  instead  o f 
s topp ing  a t the  la rg e r co rpora tions , and  p rov id ing  fee  aba tem en t, loan fo rg iveness , and 
e tc., to sm all bus inesses.

R obin  M iller, C ha ir, T am pa  Bay B eaches  C h a m b e r o f  C om m erce , s ta ted  she  w o u ld  like 
the  F lo rida  Leg is la tu re  to add ress  som e land lo rd  p ro tec tion  p rogram  because  o f the  
G o ve rn o r’s E xecu tive  O rde rs  fo r ev ic tion  stays. T h e  land lo rds  (p ro pe rty  ow ners) still had 
to  pay  the  m ortgages, p rope rty  taxes  and keep the  p rope rties  up, and  if  the  land lo rds  do 
no t rece ive  any land lo rd  p ro tection , the  s ta te  cou ld  see  a lo t o f fo rec losu res .

M a yo r M anzo  thanked  S e na to r B randes and R e p resen ta tive  W ebb  fo r a ttend ing  the 
B IG -C  M ee tings  and show ing  th e ir  conce rn  and  lis ten ing  to  them  as th e ir  F lorida 
Leg is la tu re  rep resen ta tives . He s ta ted  G o ve rn o r D eS an tis  has spoke n  ab o u t having 
som e s trin g e n t p ro tes t law s fo r the  s ta te  o f F lorida .

M a yo r M anzo  s ta ted  he is speak ing  fo r h im se lf, and th is  is n o t h is  c ity 's  pos ition . He 
s ta ted  w hen  he sees  peop le  ju m p in g  on M ercedes  Benzes, d is rup ting  peop le 's  d inne rs  
in St. P e te rsburg , d is rup ting  the  d ine rs  a t the  n ew  St. P e te rsburg  P ier, and burn ing  a 
m an 's  gas  s ta tion  in T am pa  to  the  g round  fo r som e th in g  th a t happened  in M inneapo lis , 
th is  is law lessness. If P ine llas  C o un ty  hopes to  b ring  peop le  to  the  s ta te  o f  F lorida, th is 
has  to  be add ressed . So, if  the  G ove rno r's  p ro tes t law s com e be fo re  the  F lorida 
Leg is la tu re , he w o u ld  like S e n a to r B randes and R e p resen ta tive  W ebb  to  g ive  it th e ir 
s tro n g e s t cons ide ra tion . A s  a S tate, he th inks  the  F lo rida  Leg is la tu re  has to  respec t 
res ide n ts  and  th e ir  p rope rty  righ ts  and  v is ito rs .
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M a yo r H endrick  spoke  on the  shoa ling  o u t a t Jo h n 's  Pass. W hen  the  n ew  John 's  Pass 
B ridge  w a s  bu ilt, a ll the  deb ris  from  the  o ld  b ridge  w a s  le ft in the  w a te r there , w h ich  
con tribu ted  to  the  shoa ling .

M a yo r H endrick  s ta ted  he needs to  know  th a t th is  is on S e n a to r B randes ' and 
R e p re sen ta tive  W ebb 's  agenda  to  he lp  push  th is  upw ard  th ro ugh  the  F lorida  
Leg is la tu re .

M a yo r H endrick  s ta ted  the  shoa ling  is so  bad th a t som e  o f the  bus inesses  a re  in 
troub le . T h e  c ity  needs he lp  in rem ov ing  deb ris  because  it is a ffec ting  som e o f the  
bus inesse s  in the  John 's  P ass V illage  now , and  as John 's  Pass V illage  goes, so does 
the  c ity  o f M ade ira  Beach.

M a yo r H endrick  s ta ted  the re  w as  a bill on the  G ove rno r's  desk  la s t sess ion  to  redo the 
g ro ins  th a t the  G o ve rn o r ve toed , w h ich  the  c ity  de sp e ra te ly  needed. T he  c ity  has  neve r 
rece ived  beach nou rishm ent.

R e p re sen ta tive  W ebb  s ta ted  she  is reach ing  o u t to  C ongressm an  B ilirakas s ince  he 
su cce ss fu lly  rece ived  m oney  fo r the  A n c lo te  R iver, w h ich  w a s  a s im ila r s itua tion .

S e n a to r B randes s ta ted the  c ity  o f M ade ira  B each has h is fu ll com m itm en t, and they  are 
con tinu ing  to  w o rk  on th is  issue. He und e rs tan ds  th is  is an overa ll p ivo ta l a rea  fo r the  
beaches  and n o t ju s t fo r  the  res iden ts  o f M ade ira  B each and su rround ing  areas. The 
en tire  reg ion  bene fits  from  John 's  Pass.

11. P u b lic  C o m m e n ts . None.

12. C ity  E v e n ts .

B IG -C  m em b ers  rev iew ed  upcom ing  events.

13. A d jo u rn m e n t.

T he  m ee ting  w as  ad jou rned  a t 10:03 a.m .

Minutes Prepared by:
Deanne O ’Reilly, MMC, City Clerk o f the City o f Indian Rocks Beach, FL 

/O ! 9-̂  /  QQ f i£ )  APPROVED
Date Approved Patrick (> -W l^n o 7 T ^ fe s jdent,

Barrier Islands G&vemrnentaTCouncil 
Mayor, Town o f Indian Shores

Freddie Lozano, Town Clerk 
Town o f Indian Shores
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